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Synopsis

Having long served as a standard introduction to the world of the early church, Everett Ferguson’s
Backgrounds of Early Christianity has been expanded and updated in this third edition. The book
explores and unpacks the Roman, Greek, and Jewish political, social, religious, and philosophical
backgrounds necessary for a good historical understanding of the New Testament and the early
church. New to this edition are revisions of Ferguson’s original material, updated bibliographies, and
fresh discussions of first-century social life, of Gnosticism, and of the Dead Sea Scrolls and other

Jewish literature.
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Customer Reviews

Ferguson’s intent in writing Backgrounds of Early Christianity was neither to produce a history of the
ancient world nor to synthesize ancient culture, philosophy, and religion in accordance with some
interpretive scheme.Instead, his desire was to craft an introductory textbook as a guide for
beginning students. In the preface, he notes that limitations of writing and analysis have forced a
compartmentalization (e.g., philosophy versus politics) and viewpoint (e.g., politics, religion,
marriage) within his book that did not exist in the ancient world.Ferguson ensures relevance to the
New Testament with frequent references. General bibliographies for broader research are included
at the beginning of each chapter. Specialized bibliographies for investigation into more narrow
issues are provided at the end of each chapter. All bibliographic references are to works in English
except where special circumstances apply. Footnotes are ample and well-chosen. Numerous

photographs and tables enliven and clarify content.In the preface, Ferguson deals with the issue of



parallels between Christianity and ancient beliefs and practices. He denies that such similarities
demand a naturalistic explanation for the rise of Christianity. This writer agrees and would go further
to say that early apologists like Justin Martyr took a similar stance. Moreover, the popular Christian
impulse to claim an utterly unique origin for Christianity is a self-inflicted handicap in dealing with the
historical evidence. Furthermore, if Christianity were totally unique, it would likely be
incomprehensible.

Download to continue reading...

Backgrounds of Early Christianity How Africa Shaped the Christian Mind: Rediscovering the African
Seedbed of Western Christianity (Early African Christianity Set) The Next Christendom: The Coming
of Global Christianity (Future of Christianity Trilogy) Christianity and Western Thought: Journey to
Postmodernity in the Twentieth Century: 3 (Christianity & Western Thought) Early Readers : Lisa
can Read : children, Early reader books level 1. Easy reader book. Beginner reading books level 1
(Step into reading book series for early readers : childrens books) Black Background Adult Coloring
Book: 60 Coloring Pages Featuring Mandalas, Geometric Designs, Flowers and Repeat Patterns
with Stunning Black Backgrounds (Jenean Morrison Adult Coloring Books) Shape by Shape,
Collection 2: Free-Motion Quilting with Angela Walters A¢a -A¢ 70+ More Designs for Blocks,
Backgrounds & Borders Swear Word Adult Coloring Book: BLACKOUT with black backgrounds
NIV, Cultural Backgrounds Study Bible, Hardcover, Red Letter Edition: Bringing to Life the Ancient
World of Scripture NIV, Cultural Backgrounds Study Bible, Imitation Leather, Green, Red Letter
Edition: Bringing to Life the Ancient World of Scripture Shape by Shape Free-Motion Quilting with
Angela Walters: 70+ Designs for Blocks, Backgrounds & Borders NIV, Cultural Backgrounds Study
Bible, eBook: Bringing to Life the Ancient World of Scripture NIV, Cultural Backgrounds Study Bible,
Bonded Leather, Black, Indexed, Red Letter Edition: Bringing to Life the Ancient World of Scripture
James, the Brother of Jesus: The Key to Unlocking the Secrets of Early Christianity and the Dead
Sea Scrolls Bonds of Wool: The Pallium and Papal Power in the Middle Ages (Studies In Early
Christianity) The Story of Christianity, Vol. 1: The Early Church to the Dawn of the Reformation The
Story of Christianity: Volume 1: The Early Church to the Dawn of the Reformation James, Brother of
Jesus: The Key to Unlocking the Secrets of Early Christianity and the Dead Sea Scrolls Mikra: Text,
Translation, Reading and Interpretation of the Hebrew Bible in Ancient Judaism and Early

Christianity Wipe Clean: Early Learning Activity Book (Wipe Clean Early Learning Activity Books)

Dmca


http://ebooksperfect.com/en-us/read-book/Nxx22/backgrounds-of-early-christianity.pdf?r=cvY46XYmiKgp5q2ZCKHsvetwq1QexPqxYQzyiPkzHZu%2BEMZxlSiZVQHdzA7Z3JHk
http://ebooksperfect.com/en-us/dmca

